
George Galloway to sue Momentum founder Jon
Lansman in Israel spat
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George Galloway also accused David Baddiel, the comedian, of being a “vile Israel-fanatic”
DANNY LAWSON/PA

George Galloway announced yesterday that he would sue the founder of Momentum
after he was accused of antisemitism.

The former leader of the Respect Party, 63, said that he had instructed solicitors to
launch a defamation case against Jon Lansman, a newly elected member of Labour’s
governing body.
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Mr Lansman, 60, who is Jewish, waded into a row between Mr Galloway and the
comedian and author David Baddiel, 53, who is also Jewish. On Twitter Mr Galloway
called Baddiel a “vile Israel-fanatic”. He later wrote: “I was wrong to tweet that David
Baddiel was an ‘Israel fanatic’, he is not and I have deleted it. I should have said that
David Baddiel routinely slanders Israel critics like me as ‘antisemites’.”
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Mr Lansman tweeted his “solidarity” with Baddiel, adding on social media: “Since he’s
a Jew who’s talked about being non-Zionist, there’s no possible reason to call him a
“vile Israel-fanatic” other than antisemitism. There clearly should be no place for
@georgegalloway in @UKLabour or in the employment of @talkRADIO.”

Mr Galloway said yesterday on Twitter: “I have never said an antisemitic word in my
life. I have to the contrary fought fascism and antisemitism as adjudged by Justice Eady
in the High Court. I will prove this again in my legal action against Jon Lansman, owner
of Momentum, and will call @jeremycorbyn as my witness.”

In 2015 Mr Galloway declared that he had begun a legal action against Hadley Freeman,
a journalist at The Guardian, after she said he had crossed “the line from anti-Israel to
antisemitic”. She subsequently deleted the tweet.

The row erupted after the film director Ken Loach criticised Emily Thornberry, the
shadow foreign secretary, for praising Israel. He was appearing on a panel alongside
Labour Party members suspended over alleged antisemitism.

At the meeting of Labour Against the Witch-hunt, which defends the left wing of the
party, on Monday in London, Loach, 81, said that “sadly, Emily Thornberry didn’t
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distinguish herself” when she praised Israel last autumn as a beacon of freedom.

Politics

Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be viewed here.

Share

! " #

Save

$

Save$

Winter blues?
Here’s how to
afford that dream
summer escape

S P O N S O R E D

NewestNewest | Oldest | Most Recommended

 

 

0 comments

+ Follow Post comment

Contact us Help

The Times Editorial Complaints The Sunday Times Editorial Complaints

Place an announcement Classified advertising

GET IN TOUCH

& BACK TO TOP

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/politics
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/f4024fbe-d989-11e6-9063-500e6740fc32
http://www.livefyre.com/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/george-galloway-to-sue-momentum-founder-jon-lansman-in-israel-spat-7crvtb02l
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=734957826605763&href=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/george-galloway-to-sue-momentum-founder-jon-lansman-in-israel-spat-7crvtb02l&redirect_uri=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/george-galloway-to-sue-momentum-founder-jon-lansman-in-israel-spat-7crvtb02l
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/george-galloway-to-sue-momentum-founder-jon-lansman-in-israel-spat-7crvtb02l
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/connected-families/beat-the-winter-blues-heres-how-to-afford-a-super-summer-getaway/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/contact-us/
http://help.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-times-editorial-complaints
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-sunday-times-editorial-complaints/
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/the-times/announcements
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/


Display advertising The Times corrections

The Sunday Times corrections

The Times e-paper The Sunday Times e-paper

Times Currency Services The Sunday Times Wine Club

Encounters Dating Times Print Gallery

Times Crossword Club Sunday Times Driving

Times+ The Sunday Times Rich List

Insider City Guides Good University Guide

Schools Guide The Brief

Best Places to Live Best Places to Stay

Privacy & cookie policy Syndication

Commissioning Terms Terms and conditions

MORE FROM THE TIMES AND THE SUNDAY TIMES

© Times Newspapers Limited 2018. 

Registered in England No. 894646. 

Registered office: 1 London Bridge Street, SE1 9GF.

https://newscommercial.co.uk/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/corrections
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/corrections
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/papers.do
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/the_newspaper/papers.do
https://www.timescurrencyservices.co.uk/
http://www.sundaytimeswineclub.co.uk/
https://www.encountersdating.co.uk/
http://times.newsprints.co.uk/?utm_source=the_times
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/puzzleclub/crosswordclub/
https://www.driving.co.uk/
http://www.mytimesplus.co.uk/
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/richlist
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/travel/
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/gooduniversityguide
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/parentpower
https://www.thetimesbrief.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/sunday-times-best-places-to-live-2017-3qkwjnvrm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-stay-100-top-british-hotels-bg057mbp6#/
http://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/single/
http://newssyndication.com/en/page/show_home_page.html
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/commissioning-terms/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/terms-and-conditions/

